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Abstract

The region of present-day Haryana occupied a pivotal position within the Mughal Empire (1526-1857),
serving as both a strategic administrative hub and an economic powerhouse. This paper examines
Haryana's multifaceted contributions to the Mughal administrative system and its economic infrastructure,
analyzing how the region's geographical advantages, agricultural productivity, and strategic location
made it indispensable to imperial governance and prosperity. Through an examination of primary sources
and historical records, this study demonstrates that Haryana was not merely a peripheral territory but a
core component of Mughal imperial machinery, contributing significantly to revenue generation,

administrative efficiency, and military logistics.

Introduction

The Mughal Empire, spanning over three
centuries, represented one of the most
sophisticated administrative and economic
systems in medieval India. Within this vast
imperial structure, the region now known as
Haryana emerged as a crucial territorial unit that
significantly influenced the empire's
administrative  efficiency and  economic
prosperity. Located in the fertile Indo-Gangetic
plains and strategically positioned between Delhi
and the northwestern. frontiers, Haryana's
importance extended far beyond its geographical
boundaries.

The region’'s significance stemmed from multiple
factors: its proximity to the imperial capital of
Delhi, its agricultural wealth, its role as a transit
corridor for trade and military campaigns, and its
contribution to the empire's revenue system. This
paper seeks to analyze these dimensions
comprehensively, examining how Haryana's
administrative  structures and  economic
contributions shaped the broader Mughal
imperial system.

Historical Context and
Significance

Strategic Location

Haryana's geographical position made it
strategically invaluable to the Mughal Empire.

Geographical

Situated in the heart of North India, the region
served as a natural bridge between the imperial
capital of Delhi and the empire's northwestern
territories, - including Punjab and the frontier
regions of Afghanistan. This location made
Haryana a crucial corridor for military
movements, trade routes, and administrative
communications.

The region encompassed several important towns
and districts that would later become
administratively significant under Mughal rule.
Cities like Panipat, Karnal, Hisar, and Rohtak
emerged as important administrative and
commercial centers, each contributing to the
empire's overall strength and stability.

Physical Geography and Resources

The fertile alluvial plains of Haryana, irrigated by
the Yamuna River and its tributaries, provided
the agricultural foundation necessary for
supporting large populations and generating
substantial revenue for the imperial treasury. The
region's favorable climate, combined with
sophisticated irrigation systems developed during
the Mughal period, made it one of the empire's
most productive agricultural zones.
Administrative Framework and Governance
The Mansabdari System in Haryana

The Mughal administrative system in Haryana
was built upon the empire's characteristic
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mansabdari system, wherein nobles
(mansabdars) were assigned ranks (mansab) and
granted jagirs (revenue assignments) in exchange
for military and administrative services.
Haryana's fertile lands and strategic importance
made it home to numerous high-ranking
mansabdars who played crucial roles in imperial
administration.

The region was divided into several sarkars
(administrative divisions) under the larger subah
(province) of Delhi. Each sarkar was further
subdivided into parganas (sub-districts), creating
a hierarchical administrative structure that
ensured efficient governance and revenue
collection. The administrative efficiency of this
system in Haryana contributed significantly to
the overall stability of the Mughal Empire.
Revenue Administration

Haryana's contribution to the Mughal revenue
system was substantial and well-documented in
various imperial records, including the Ain-i-
Akbari compiled by Abu'l Fazl. The region's
agricultural productivity generated significant
land revenue (kharaj), which formed the
backbone of imperial finances. The sophisticated
revenue assessment system, perfected under
Akbar's reign, was particularly effective in
Haryana due to the region's relatively uniform
agricultural ~ conditions and  established
administrative infrastructure.

The zabti system of revenue collection, based on
detailed surveys of land productivity and crop
yields, was successfully implemented across
Haryana's districts. Local officials, including
amils (revenue collectors), tehsildars, and
patwaris ‘(village accountants), maintained
detailed. records. of land ownership, crop
production, and tax collection, contributing to the
empire's administrative efficiency.

Local Governance and Jagirdari System

The jagirdari system, central to Mughal
provincial administration, found particular
expression in Haryana through the assignment of
productive agricultural lands to imperial officers.
These jagirdars were responsible not only for
revenue collection but also for maintaining law
and order, supporting imperial military

campaigns, and ensuring the prosperity of their
assigned territories.

Many prominent Mughal nobles held jagirs in
Haryana, recognizing the region's value as a
source of both revenue and military recruitment.
The presence of these high-ranking officials
contributed to the development of local
infrastructure, including roads, sarais (rest
houses), and irrigation systems, which further
enhanced the region's economic productivity.
Economic Significance and Contributions
Agricultural Economy

Haryana's agricultural economy. formed the
foundation of its contribution to the Mughal
Empire. The region was renowned for producing
high-quality wheat, rice, barley, and other food
grains that not only fed local populations but also
supplied the imperial capital and armies during
military ~ campaigns.  The  sophisticated
understanding of crop rotation and agricultural
techniques, .combined with efficient irrigation
systems, made Haryana one of the empire's most
reliable sources of agricultural surplus.

The cultivation of cash crops, including cotton
and sugarcane, added further value to the region's
economic output. These crops supported thriving
textile and sugar industries that contributed to
both local prosperity and imperial revenues
through trade taxes and customs duties.

Trade and Commerce

Haryana's strategic location made it a crucial
component of the empire's trade networks. The
region served as a transit point for goods moving
between the northwestern territories and the
imperial heartland, generating substantial
customs revenue for the imperial treasury. Major
trade routes, including segments of the famous
Grand Trunk Road, passed through Haryana,
facilitating commerce and contributing to the
region's economic significance.

Local markets and commercial centers in cities
like Panipat, Hisar, and Karnal became important
nodes in the broader Mughal commercial
network. These markets not only served local
agricultural and craft production but also
facilitated long-distance trade, connecting the
region to markets across the empire and beyond
its borders.
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Craft Production and Manufacturing

The region's economic significance extended
beyond agriculture to include various craft
industries that contributed to the empire's
manufacturing  sector. Textile production,
particularly cotton weaving, flourished in several
Haryana towns, supplying both local markets and
the broader imperial economy. The quality of
Haryana textiles earned recognition throughout
the empire, contributing to the region's
commercial reputation.

Other craft industries, including metalworking,
pottery, and leather production, added to the
region's economic diversity and provided
additional sources of revenue through trade taxes
and guild contributions to imperial finances.
Monetary  Contributions and Revenue
Generation

Haryana's financial contributions to the Mughal
Empire were substantial and well-documented in
imperial records. The region consistently ranked
among the higher revenue-generating territories
within the Delhi subah, reflecting ~both its
agricultural productivity and administrative
efficiency. The reliable flow of revenue from
Haryana helped stabilize imperial finances and
supported  the  empire's  military  and
administrative expenses.

The efficiency of revenue collection in Haryana
also served as a model for other regions of the
empire, with administrative practices developed
in the region being adopted elsewhere. This
contribution  to imperial  administrative
knowledge and‘ practice represents an often-
overlooked aspect of Haryana's significance to
the Mughal system.

Military and Strategic Contributions

Military Recruitment and Support

Haryana's population provided a significant
source of military recruitment for the Mughal
army. The region's agricultural prosperity
supported dense populations, from which
substantial numbers of soldiers could be recruited
for imperial service. Local communities,
particularly those with martial traditions,
contributed regularly to Mughal military forces.
The region also served as a crucial logistical base
for military campaigns directed toward the

northwestern frontiers. Haryana's agricultural
surplus helped supply Mughal armies during
extended military operations, while its strategic
location made it an ideal staging ground for
campaigns in Punjab, Kashmir, and Afghanistan.
Fortifications and Strategic Infrastructure
Several important fortifications were constructed
or maintained in Haryana during the Mughal
period, reflecting the region's strategic
importance. These  fortifications served both
defensive purposes and as administrative centers,
housing imperial officials and their staff. The
maintenance and  garrisoning. of  these
fortifications required substantial  resources,
which Haryana's economy was capable of
providing.

The development of strategic infrastructure,
including roads, bridges, and communication
networks, further 'enhanced Haryana's military
significance. These improvements facilitated
rapid . movement of troops and supplies,
contributing to the empire's overall military
effectiveness.

Cultural and Social Dimensions

Religious and Cultural Policies

The Mughal administration in Haryana reflected
the empire's broader religious and cultural
policies, including the accommodation of diverse
religious communities and the patronage of
various cultural traditions. The region's Hindu
majority coexisted with Muslim communities,
and the Mughal administrative system
successfully incorporated local customs and
practices into imperial governance.

Religious institutions, including temples,
mosques, and Sufi establishments, received
imperial patronage and contributed to the region's
cultural development. This religious diversity
and tolerance enhanced social stability, which in
turn supported economic productivity and
administrative efficiency.

Social Structure and Mobility

The Mughal period in Haryana witnessed
significant social mobility, particularly through
service in the imperial administration or military.
Local elites, including Hindu zamindars and
Muslim nobility, were integrated into the
imperial system, creating a complex social
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hierarchy that balanced imperial control with
local autonomy.

This integration of local elites into the imperial
system strengthened Mughal control over the
region while ensuring that local knowledge and
networks could be effectively utilized for
administrative and economic purposes.
Challenges and Adaptations

Environmental and Agricultural Challenges
Despite its general prosperity, Haryana faced
periodic challenges that tested the resilience of
both the local economy and the imperial
administrative system. Droughts, floods, and
other natural disasters occasionally disrupted
agricultural  production, requiring adaptive
responses from both local communities and
imperial administrators.

The Mughal administrative system demonstrated
considerable flexibility in responding to these
challenges, implementing relief measures,
adjusting tax assessments, and providing support
for affected populations. These adaptive
responses helped maintain the region's long-term
productivity and loyalty to the empire.

Political Instabilities and External Threats
The region's strategic location,  while
advantageous in many respects, also exposed it to
various external threats and political instabilities.
Invasions from the northwest, rebellions by local
chiefs, and conflicts between different imperial
factions occasionally disrupted the region's peace
and prosperity.

The Mughal administrative system's ability to
maintain control and restore stability in Haryana
during these periods of turmoil demonstrated
both the strength of imperial institutions and the
loyalty- of local populations to the Mughal
system.

Decline and Transformation

Late Mughal Period Changes

As the Mughal Empire began to decline in the
18th century, Haryana's role within the imperial
system also underwent significant changes. The
weakening of central control led to the rise of
regional powers and the emergence of
autonomous political entities that challenged
traditional Mughal authority.

Despite  these changes, many of the
administrative ~ and  economic  structures
established during the height of Mughal power
continued to function, testament to their
effectiveness and local acceptance. The transition
from Mughal to later political arrangements built
upon the foundations established during the
imperial period.

Legacy of Mughal Administration

The administrative and ‘economic systems
developed in Haryana during the Mughal period
left lasting legacies that influenced subsequent
political arrangements. Revenue assessment
methods, administrative boundaries, and
commercial networks established during the
Mughal era continued to influence regional
development long after the empire's decline.
Conclusion

Haryana's role in the Mughal Empire extended far
beyond its geographical boundaries,
encompassing crucial administrative, economic,
military, and cultural contributions that
significantly influenced the empire's overall
success and stability. The region's strategic
location,  agricultural  productivity, and
administrative  efficiency made it an
indispensable component of the imperial system.
The successful integration of local populations
and elites into the Mughal administrative
framework, combined with the empire's ability to
harness the region's economic potential while
respecting local customs and traditions, created a
model of imperial governance that contributed to
the Mughal Empire's longevity and prosperity.
The legacy of Mughal administration in Haryana,
including  sophisticated revenue  systems,
efficient local governance, and integrated
commercial networks, continued to influence
regional development long after the empire's
decline, demonstrating the enduring significance
of this period in the region's history.
Understanding Haryana's role in the Mughal
Empire provides valuable insights into the
mechanisms through which large empires
successfully integrated diverse regions and
populations, balanced central control with local
autonomy, and created sustainable systems of
governance and economic development. These
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administrative efficiency, and the relationship
between local and central authority.
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